WI-390 c. 1890
Cedar Grove Farm

Hebron vicinity

Private

Historically known as Cedar Grove farm, or by its tract name, “Wailes
Retreat,” this two-and-a-half story Victorian farmhouse stands on a slight
knoll surrounded by level fields. Distinguished with extended eaves,
decorated rafter ends, fishscale shingles, and a turned post front porch, the
center hall/single-pile dwelling was erected around 1890 for Levin B.
Weatherly (1856-1935), who his buried with other relatives in the small
family plot along Spring Hill Lane. The house is joined on the lot by a
group of late nineteenth-cantury and twentieth-century farm buildings.

The Weatherly farm was called Cadar Grove, however the tract that
constituted much of the farm was patented as “Wailes Retreat” for
Benjamin Wailes in 1796. By the third quarter of the nineteenth century,
the farm was owned by Peter D. Weatherly (1805-1877). The farm,
consisting of 165 acres, remained under Weatherly family tenure until the

mid 1940s, when it was acquired by Lester C. and Beulah L. Serman. The

farm remains in Serman family hands.




MARYLAND HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN INFORMATION

. RESOURCE NAME: Cedar Grove Farm

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST INVENTORY NUMBER:_ WI-390

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA

1. Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture

2. Geographic Orientation: Eastern Shore
3. Chronological/Development Period(s): Industrial/Urban Dominance
18701-930

4. Resource Type(s):

Farm Complex
—-Farmhouse
-Barn

-Wagon House
-Garage




Survey No.

MARYLAND INVENTORY OF ot 30
“Waryland Historical Trust HISTORIC PROPERTIES '
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes _no

1. Name

findicate preferred name)

historic Cedar Grove Farm, "Wailes Retreat"

and/or common Serman Farm

2. Location

street & number 9231 Spring Hill Lane

not for publication

clty, town Salisbury _X_ vicinity of congressional district First
state Maryland county Wicomico
» » »
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_—district ___ public X __ occupied ____ agriculture —__ museum
% _ bullding(s) _x private ____ unoccupied ____ commercial _ park
— structure ____ both ____ work in progress ____ educational _X__ private residence
___ site Public Acquisition Accessible ____ entertainment — religious
___ object ____in process X__ yes: restricted ____government ___ scientific
— . being considered —__yes: unrestricted — industrial ___ transportation
_x not applicable —_no ___ military ___ other:

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name L. Calvin Serman, Sr.

street & number 9231 Spring Hill Lane

telephone no.:

city, town Salisbury state and zip code MD 21801
5. Location of Legal Description

Map 19, Parcel 04
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wicomico County Clerk of Court liber 282
street & number Wicomico County Courthouse folio 375
city, town Salisbury state MD 21801
6. Representation in Existing =nistorical surveys
itle
date _ federal ____state ___county ___ local
depository for survey records
city, town state




7. Description Survey No. WI-390

Condition Check one Check one

—__excellent __ deteriorated ___ unaltered _X_ original site

—_Xgood ——__ruins —altered —_moved date of move
——_ fair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Cedar Grove farm, also known as the Serman farm, is located at 9231 Spring Hill
Lane northeast of Hebron, Wicomico County, Maryland. The two-and-a-half story,
three-bay, center hall frame dwelling faces west with the gable roof oriented on a
north/south axis.

Built around 1880, the two-and-a-half story, three-bay, single-pile frame house
is supported on a brick foundation, and the exterior is sheathed with aluminum siding.
The steeply pitched cross gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Attached to the
back of the main block is a two-story, three-bay dining room and kitchen wing, which
extends farther east with a single story wing. The farmhouse is joined on the property
by a turn of the twentieth century gable-front barn, and a two-story gable-front wagon
house, as well as a single-story, single bay garage. A family cemetery is located along
Spring Hill Lane.

The west (main) elevation is a symmetrical three-bay facade with a center
entrance and flanking two-over-two sash windows. The partially glazed front door
and the adjacent windows are sheltered by a single-story, cross-gabled, turned post
porch enhanced with sawn brackets. The front of the cross gable is sheathed with
vertical tongue-and-groove boards. Lighting the second floor are three evenly spaced
two-over-two sash windows. The cross gable is pierced by a pointed arch two-over-
two sash window, and a stick decoration embellishes the peak. The eaves of the house
are extended and the soffits are open. The ends of the rafters are decorated.

The east and west gable ends are pierced by pairs of two-over-two sash
windows to each side of interior end brick stove chimneys. The gable ends are
sheathed with a layer of decorative shingles around small two-over-two attic windows.

The east (rear) wall is partially covered by a two-story, three-bay, dining
room/kitchen wing, which is extended by shed roofed sections. The eaves are open
and the rafter ends are decorated like the main block. Rising through the center of the
service wing is an interior brick stack.

North of the house is a large turn of the twentieth-century gable-front barn
supported on brick piers and sheathed with plain weatherboard siding. The first floor
is defined by six-pane windows to each side of a large sliding door. The steeply
pitched asphalt roof has extended eaves and open soffits. The roof extends on the
west side to incorporate a side shed. The second floor of the barn is lighted by six-
over-six sash windows.

The two-story wagon house stands west of the hay barn, and it is supported on
a brick foundation, and the exterior is sheathed with plain weatherboards. The
medium pitched roof is covered with asphalt shingles. A large wagon bay defines the
first floor front.

Standing behind the house is a single-story, one-bay frame garage covered
with plain weatherboards and topped by a medium pitched asphalt shingle roof.



8. Significance Survey No. WI-390

sriod Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—vprehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___landscape architecture____ religion
— 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —___ conservation — law - science
—1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics —literature — sculpture
—1600-1699 _x architecture — education — military —_ social/
—_1700-1799 __art —___engineering —___ music humanitarian
__%1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater
— 1900- ____ communications — industry — politics/government ___ transportation
____invention — other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B XC _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _A _B _C _D _E _F _G
Level of Significance: _ national __ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Historically known as Cedar Grove farm, or by its tract name, “Wailes

Retreat,” this two-and-a-half story Victorian farmhouse stands on a slight

knoll surrounded by level fields. Distinguished with extended eaves,

decorated rafter ends, fishscale shingles, and a turned post front porch, the

center hall/single-pile dwelling was erected around 1890 for Levin B.

Weatherly (1856-1935), who his buried with other relatives in the small

family plot along Spring Hill Lane. The house is joined on the lot by a

group of late nineteenth-century and twentieth-century farm buildings.

The Weatherly farm was called Cedar Grove, however the tract that
constituted much of the farm was patented as “Wailes Retreat” for
Benjamin Wailes in 1796." By the third quarter of the nineteenth century,
the farm was owned by Peter D. Weatherly (1805-1877).2 The farm,
consisting of 165 acres, remained in Weatherly family tenure until the mid
1940s, when it was sold to Lester C. and Beulah L. Serman.* The farm
remains in Serman family hands.

' Ruth T. Dryden, Land Records of Wicomico County, Maryland, 1666-1810, Family Line
- Publications, 1992, p. 417.

2 John L. Graham, ed. The 1877 Atlases and Other Early Maps of the Eastern Shore of
Maryland, Wicomico County Bicentennial Committee, p. 20.

> Wicomico County Land Record, JWTS 279/269, 20 June 1946.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WI-390

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References (o NOT complete UTM references

o I N SR T

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Paul! B. Touart, Architectural Historian
organization Private Consultant date 6/24/99
street & number P. 0. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094

Westover Maryland 21871

city or town state

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

return to: land Historical Trust DHCP/DHCD
Shaw e 100 COMMUNITY PLACE
2] State Clrele CROWNSVILLE, MD 210322023

Annapolis, Mary 21401 514-7600
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746



WI-390
Cedar Grove Farm
9231 Spring Hill Lane

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland

Chain of title
Map 19, Parcel 64

982/375

12/13/1982

JWTS 279/260

6/20/1946

IDT 199/209

10/3/1936

162.21 acres

L. Calvin Serman, Personal Representative for the Estate
of Lester C. Serman

to

L. Calvin Serman, Sr.
Undivided 2/3 interest
Sarah S. White

Undivided 1/3 interest

Stanley G. Robins, trustee
to

Lester C. Serman

Beulah L. Serman

$12,000 Decree of Circuit Court

John C. Farlow and Odella D. Farlow were complainants

Marion D. Gordy, et al. were defendants, No. 7181
Chancery proceedings

Nancy V. Weatherly, et al.

to

Marion D. Gordy, J. Edgar Gordy, Marvin B. Gordy,
Olin B. Humphreys, James B. Humphreys

165 acres




WI-390

Cedar Grove Farm

9231 Spring Hill Lane

Hebron vicinity, Wicomico County, Maryland
Chain of title continued

Will Book
JAH 1/12 Last Will and Testament of Levin B. Weatherly
to
Written Jennie Weatherly (Nancy V. Weatherly)
11/1/1933
Proved
5/14/1935
JCK 107/82 Elizabeth J. Humphreys and others
to
7/21/1917 Levin B. Weatherly
Paragraphs One, Two, and Three 165 acres
SPT 5/128 William A. Humphreys and others (Elizabeth J.
Humphreys, James D. Gordy, Sonora E. Gordy, Esther
A. Weatherly, Mary V. Weatherly, William J. Weatherly)
to
4/10/1882 Levin B. Weatherly and Peter M. Weatherly

111 acres “Wailes Retreat” formerly belonging to
Peter M. Weatherly, dec’d
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